
Sir John de Stonore (1280-1354) Tomb-chest
effigy in Dorchester Abbey, Oxfordshire.

Part of the thirteenth-century
old hall.

The Stonor Family
Stonor appears as Stonora Lege (stony
hill) in a charter of the Mercian King Offa
dated A.D. 774. The first Stonor recorded
as living in the valley was Robert de
Stanora who paid a fine to Henry II’s
exchequer. The following table traces the
ownership of the Estate from that first
member of the family to the present time.
The succession is from father to son
unless indicated otherwise.

Robert de Stanora circa 1150-1185.

Richard de Stanore circa 1180-1225.

Richard de Stanore 1210-1273.

Sir Richard de Stanore 1250-1314. Knight.
Held sixteen manors in nine counties.
Married. 1. Cecily.

2. Margaret, daughter of John Harnhull
of Harnhull, Gloucestershire. Seven
children at least are known to have
resulted from this marriage.

Sir John de Stonore 1280-1354. Knight.
Summoned to Parliament as Serjeant at

Law; Commissioner at Law; Chief Justice
of the Common Pleas for 25 years; Privy
Councillor; Chief Baron of the Exchequer;
Keeper of the Temporality of the Vacant
See of Winchester; Keeper of the Royal
Castle and Honour of Wallingford; King’s
Councillor; Constable of the Castle at
Montpezat; treated as Proctor on behalf
of Edward II in arranging the marriage of
Edward III to Philippa of Hainault,
daughter of Alfonso II of Spain-Castile;
treated for Alfonso II of Spain in his
marriage to Edward II’s daughter Eleanor;
owner of twenty-two manors; enlarged the
chapel and provided accommodation for
his chantry of six priests licensed in 1349.
Married. Maud Bevill of Cornwall.

Thirteen children (photograph below).

Sir John de Stonore 1310-1361. Knight.
Fought at Crecy, 1346. Knight of the Shire
for Oxfordshire and Devonshire.
Married. Margery, daughter of John 

Winnard of Devonshire. One child.

Sir Edmund de Stonore 1344-1382.
Knight. Sheriff for Oxfordshire and
Berkshire; Knight of the Shire in
Parliament; Commissioner of Peace for
Oxfordshire.

Married. Elizabeth, daughter of Sir
Gerald de I’Isle of Shirburn Castle,
Oxfordshire. Four Children

Sir Ralph de Stonore 1370-1394. Knight.
Accompanied Ricahrd II to Ireland and
died there.
Married. Joan, daughter of Sir Robert 

Belknap, the Chief Justice of
Common Pleas and Guardian of Ralph
and his surviving brother and sister on
the death of Sir Edmund. Two boys
resulted from the marriage, the first
born died aged two.

Thomas Stonor 1394-1431. Owner of
thirty-one manors; Sheriff for Oxfordshire
and Berkshire; Knight of the Shire in
Parliament; Member of Parliament for
Oxfordshire; Commissioner for the Peace
in Oxfordshire; served in the War in
France 1419-1420.
Married Alice, daughter of Sir John 

Kirby of Horton Kirby near Dartford,
Kent. Issue of two boys and six girls.

Thomas Stonor 1424-1474. Sheriff for
Oxfordshire and Berkshire; Member of



Parliament; Commissioner of Array for
Oxfordshire. Inherited the estate at the
age of seven. Until his coming of age his
guardian was first Thomas Chaucer until
his death, then his mother who remarried
Richard Drayton in 1433.
Married. Jeanne de la Pole, daughter of

William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk
and Jacqueline, Countess of Hainult,
Holland and Zealand, Dame of Frisia.
Seven children.

Sir William Stonor 1449-1494. Knight of
the Bath, Knight of the Body, Knight
Banneret; Sheriff for Oxfordshire,
Berkshire and Devonshire; Steward of
Oxford University; Steward of Lewknor
and Pyrton Hundred; Member of
Parliament; Steward of Wallingford
Priory; Steward of Thame and Dorchester,
Oxfordshire, and of Woburn and
Tynghurst, Buckinghamshire. “The most
valiant Knight of his time”. Fought at the
Battle of Bosworth, 1485, with Henry
Tudor at the defeat of Richard III.
Married. 1. Elizabeth Ryche, widow of

Thomas Ryche of London and
daughter of John Croke, Alderman
and merchant of the City of London.
There were no children from the
marriage but Elizabeth had four
children from her previous marriage
and she and William were guardians
to seven more. William in partnership
with Thomas Betson became a
successful merchant at the Staple, the
wool market at Calais. Elizabeth died
January 1480.
2. Agnes Wydeslade, widow of John
Wydeslade of Tregarrick, Cornwall
and daughter of John Winnard of
Hatherleigh, Devon and Wolverton,
Cornwall. Agnes died in May 1481 after
only one year of marriage without
children.
3. Lady Anne Neville, daughter and
co-heiress of John, Marquess of
Montague of Bisham; sister and co-
heiress of George, Duke of Bedford,
niece of Richard Neville, Earl of
Warwick (the Kingmaker) who had
been killed with Lady Anne’s father
at the Battle of Barnet in 1471 when
she was only twelve years of age.
Lady Anne was closely related to
Edward IV and Edward V and she
and her husband were much involved in
Court life at the time. She died in
1486 having borne William two children.

John Stonor 1482-1499. Son of William
and Lady Anne. Inherited the estate aged

twelve. Guardian of John and his sister
Anne was Sir John Fortesque Knight, of
Devon. John was betrothed to Mary,
daughter of Sir John, and his sister
married Sir Adrian Fortescue, Knight and
Martyr, son of Sir John. John died without
issue and was suceeded by his
uncle––younger brother of Sir William.

Thomas Stonor 1450-1512. Knight of the
Body.
Married. 1. Sybil, daughter and co-heiress

of Sir David Brecknock of Wraysbury,
Berkshire. Succeeded his nephew,
John. By this marriage seven children.
2. Catherine, daughter of Sir Robert
Harcourt of Stanton Harcourt,
Oxfordshire. One daughter.
Thomas was involved in a dispute with
his niece, Anne, and her husband,
Sir Adrian Fortescue, over the
ownership of Stonor. Thomas lived at
nearby Blounts Court. The dispute
was not resolved until 1534 by which
time he had been succeeded by his
eldest son, Walter.

Sir Walter Stonor 1477-1550. Fought at
Flodden in 1513 where he was knighted.
Knight Banneret; present at the Field of
the Cloth of Gold as attendant upon
Queen Catherine of Aragon; High Sheriff
for Oxfordshire; Member of Parliament
for Oxfordshire; Constable of the Tower
of London; Commissioner for Peace of
Oxford.
Married. 1. Anne, daughter of Sir

Nicholas Foliot of Pirton,
Worcestershire. Two children.
2. Elizabeth, daughter of Geoffrey
Chambers of Stanmore, Middlesex.
No children.

Sir Walter occupied Stonor from 1534.
His only son and heir, John, died in 1512
aged 13 and therefore Sir Walter was
succeeded by the eldest son of his
brother, John (1480-1550) and Isabel
Agard. It was during Sir Walter’s time at
Stonor that Henry VIII declared himself
head of the Catholic church of England
(The Act of Supremacy) and confiscated
land for religious reasons.

Sir Francis Stonor 1520-1564. Knighted
by Mary I at her accession in 1533.
Married. Cecily, daughter of Sir Leonard

Chamberlain of Shirburn Castle
Oxfordshire. Three children.

The Stonor family and many other
Catholic families were Recusants as a
result of their refusal to accept the

reigning monarch as head of the church in
England. Because of their Recusancy the
family paid substantial fines and also
confiscations and forfeits. Dame Cecily
Stonor was one of the most remarkable of
recusant Stonors. In 1577 her annual fine
for recusancy was set at the modern
equivalent of £50,000. In 1581 her son
John, who guided the ‘missionary’ Father
Edmund Campion about the Catholic
houses of the country, was taken prisoner
when Campion’s printing press was seized
at Stonor. Dame Cecily for her part in
harbouring Campion and his colleagues at
Stonor was imprisoned. Despite repeated
requests by the Privy Council she refused
to conform. Even as an old lady with many
of the family estates outside of
Oxfordshire sold or confiscated, close
relations executed, banished or
imprisoned, she remained unrepentant
and stubbornly recusant and, what is
more, continued to harbour priests
whenever possible.

Sir Francis Stonor 1553-1625. Sheriff for
Oxfordshire and Berkshire; Justice of the
Peace, but ‘certified to be a Popish
recusant’; Royal Commissioner; Knighted
by Elizabeth I as an act of reconciliation
to Catholics.
Married. Martha, daughter of Sir John

Southcote, of Devonshire, Judge of the
King’s Bench. Four children.

Sir Francis was required by the Privy
Council in 1582 to take into his care his
mother, Dame Cecily, and his younger
brother, John, who had been imprisoned
for harbouring priests at Stonor. John
subsequently was exiled to France for the
remainder of his life. Martha was also
imprisoned several times because of
recusancy. On Sir Francis’s death he was
succeeded by his third and youngest son
William, as his eldest son, Sir Henry, had
predeceased him. His second son, Francis,
had not married and was passed over in
his father’s will. He died only six years
later.

William Stonor 1594-1653.
Married. Elizabeth, daughter of Sir

Thomas Lake, Secretary of State to
James I. Ten children.

Much fined and had great difficulty in
paying penalties for being recusant
necessitating the disposal of all the
remaining estates except for Stonor by
1650. Elizabeth was imprisoned with her
mother-in-law, Martha, for some years for
her recusancy. On the death of William he
was also succeeded by his third son,
Thomas. Francis, the eldest son and heir,6



died shortly before his father, whilst his
second son, William, had been killed at
Basing House in 1645 defending the
Royalist stronghold during the Civil War.

Thomas Stonor 1626-1683.
Married. Elizabeth Neville, daughter of 

the ninth Lord Abergavenny and Lady
Mary Sackville. Five children.

Further fines for recusancy and
confiscations. Following the restoration of
the monarchy in 1660 there was some
improvement in the family’s fortunes.
Thomas left Stonor in 1676 in favour of
his son John, and moved to Watlington
Park at the northern end of the estate
which he redeveloped. Renewal of the
anti-Catholic laws after the Titus Oates
plot of 1678 made it necessary to relet
Watlington Park in order to pay further
recusancy fines and land taxes.

John Stonor 1655-1687.
Married. Lady Mary Talbot, daughter of

Francis Talbot, the eleventh Earl of
Shrewsbury and heiress of her
step-brother Charles, Duke of
Shrewsbury. Five children.

Heavy recusancy fines and severe
restrictions following the Titus Oates plot
but some respite came with the accession
of James II in 1685 until his overthrow by
William of Orange in 1688.

Thomas Stonor 1677-1724. Inherited the
estate at the age of ten.
Married. 1. Isabella, daughter of John,

first Lord Bellasyse of Worlaby, Royalist
Commander-in-Chief imprisoned
following the Titus Oates Plot. There
were no children from this marriage.
2. Winifred Roper, daughter of
Christopher, fifth Lord Teynham.
Fifteen children, several died in infancy.

The family enjoyed a quieter recusancy
life but taxes and fines continued.

Thomas Stonor 1710-1772. Inherited the
estate at the age of fourteen. His
guardian until he came of age was his
uncle Bishop John Talbot Stonor
who continued to live at Stonor until his
death in 1756. As Vicar Apostolic he
administered the Midland District of the
Catholic Church.

Married: Mary, eldest daughter of John
Biddulph, of Biddulph, Staffordshire
(co-heiress to the Barony of Camoys).
Fourteen children, several died young.

Continuing quiet recusancy. Estates
restricted to Stonor (see map in study).
Following the death of his eldest son in
1760, Thomas transferred the estate to his
second son, Charles, and, due to his own

ill health, retired to Winchester with his
wife.

Charles Stonor 1737-1781. Musician.
Married. Mary Eugenia, daughter of

Michael Blount of Mapledurham,
Oxfordshire. Six children.

Family still recusant but considerably
reduced penalties. Charles and his wife
spent much time in Bath and in
Normandy, France, where he died. At the
time of his death his eldest son was only
fifteen years of age and the estate was left
in the custody of Dr. Joseph Strickland,
family chaplain from 1758 to 1790.

Thomas Stonor 1766-1831. Assumed
responsibility for the estate in 1787 upon
his coming of age and after completion of
his education on the Continent.
Married. Catherine, daughter of Henry

Blundell of Ince, Lancashire. Two sons.
Worked for Reform. Catholic
Emancipation Act of 1829 ended
recusancy.

Thomas Stonor, third Lord Camoys
1797-1881. On the passing of the Reform
Bill in 1832 he entered Parliament as
Whig member for Oxford; High Sheriff
for Oxfordshire; Lord-in-Waiting to Queen

Meet  of Her Majesty’s
Staghounds at Stonor, 18th
April, 1873. In the centre
back row is Thomas
Stonor, third Baron
Camoys. Sitting first left is
Elize Stonor (youngest
daughter of Sir Robert
Peel) and her son Sir Harry
Stonor, the well-known
“shot” is seated third left,
bottom row.
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